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William Cree, son of Joseph and Ann (Crissey) Cree, born December 23, 1790 in Elizabeth, died September 11. 1856 in North Salem, Westchester County, New York, married October 1, 1814 Matilda Griffin, daughter of Benjamin and Phebe (Steenrod) Griffin, born January 16, 1797 in New York, died June 14, 1883.  They are buried in June Cemetery in North Salem.

William lived in Springfield, New Jersey from 1811 to 1813. He moved to Southeast Township, Putnam County, New York in 1813 or 1814, and is enumerated in the 1820 Census of that place.  William purchased land in North Salem October 26, 1829.  He and his family probably moved onto that property at that time, as they are listed in the 1830 Census as residents of North Salem.

Since William's mother was a Crissey, and as there were other Crisseys in the Westchester County area at that time, it is possible that William moved to that area because he had family there.  However, no positive connection has been established to date between the Crissey families of New Jersey and New York.

This family is enumerated in North Salem in the 1840 and 1850 Censuses, and the 1860 and 1870 Censuses show Matilda living with her son James' family, also in North Salem.

Matilda's family was from Putnam County.  Her father, Benjamin Griffin, served as a private in the New York Continental Line during the Revolution.  Matilda's mother Phebe (Steenrod) Griffin was the daughter of Captain Cornelius Steenrod, another Revolutionary War soldier.

Matilda's estate papers show her next of kin to be children Nelson Cree, Nancy Dexter, Lewis G. Cree, John L. Cree, Susan Cargill, Elizabeth Hoyt, Matilda Townsend, and Delia Gay; Julia Ellsworth, daughter of Matilda's deceased daughter Jane Burt; Elbert H. Cree and George E. Cree, sons of George Cree, a deceased son of Matilda's deceased son William Cree; Leonard Rockwell, Joseph Rockwell, Reuben Rockwell and Freeman Rockwell, sons of Matilda's deceased daughter Phebe Rockwell; Frances Bouton and George Buckbee, children of Matilda's deceased daughter Mary Buckbee; Nelia Cree, Giles Cree and Walter Cree, children of Matilda's deceased son James Cree.  

